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SUBJECT: FRG CONCERNS ABOUT SOVIET/GDR POLICY 

REF: USBER626 

1 . WE WOULD CAUTION AGAINST GIVING TOO MUCH WEIGHT TO 
THE REMARKS MADE BY WEGENER OP THE POREIGN OPPICE 
DURING HIS ORIENTATION VISIT TO MISSION BERLIN (REPTEL). 

WEGENER IS BRIGHT AND ARTICULATE, AND WE PIND HIM BOTH 
PRIENDLY AND COOPERATIVE AS A BONN GROUP COLLEAGUE. HE 
IS, HOWEVER, THE MOST JUNIOR MEMBER OF THE FRG 

BONN GROUP DELEGATION, AN "ASPIRANT" ON HIS PIRST TOUR 
OP DUTY WHO HAS BEEN IN THE BERLIN OFPICE OF THE 
POREIGN OPPICE ONLY 8 OR 9 MONTHS. HE DOES HIS HOMEWORK 
WELL AND UNDERSTANDS THE BASIC ISSUES, BUT HE HAS NO 
PREVIOUS BERLIN EXPERIENCE AGAINST WHICH TO MEASURE HIS 
PERCEPTIONS OP PRESENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

2. THE STATEMENTS REPORTED IN REPTEL TO SOME EXTENT 
REFLECT VIEWS WHICH WEGENER'S SUPERVISOR, VON 
BRAUNMUEHL, HAS ALSO EXPRESSED ON A PRELIMINARY BASIS 
ON OCCASION IN THE BONN GROUP. THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, 

REPRESENT WHAT HAS BEEN COMMUNICATED TO US AS A 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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CONSIDERED POREIGN OPPICE VIEW, AND WE FEEL CERTAIN THAT 
WEGENER WAS NOT SPEAKING WITH USBER UNDER 
INSTRUCTIONS BUT WAS SIMPLY EXPRESSING PERSONAL VIEWS 
DURING A GENERAL TOUR D'HORIZON. 

3. IT THUS SEEMS PREMATURE TO EQUATE WEGENER'S REMARKS 
WITH THE POREIGN OPPICE PRAME OF MIND OR TO GO FROM 
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THERE TO ANTICIPATING AN OFFICIAL FRG REQUEST EOR ANY 
PARTICULAR ALLIED ACTION. THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT 
THERE WILL BE NO SUCH REQUEST, AS WE RECALL THAT VAN 
WELL, IN LAUNCHING THE BONN GROUP STUDY ON REPRESENTATION 
IN 1976 SUGGESTED THAT ALLIED APPROACHES TO THE SOVIETS 
BECAUSE OE PROBLEMS THEN BEING EXPERIENCED MIGHT 
BE IN ORDER. EOR THE MOMENT, HOWEVER, THE ONLY 
PROPOSAL BEFORE US IS IN THE EORM OF A SUGGESTION FROM 
VON BRAUNMUEHL THAT THE BONN GROUP CONSIDER THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF PRESENT SOVIET AND GDR TACTICS WITH 
RESPECT TO BERLIN. THIS IS A SUBJECT WE WILL TAKE UP 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

4. THE SEMI-ANNUAL ASSESSMENT TO BE PREPARED BY THE 
BONN GROUP IN PREPARATION FOR THE QUADRIPARTITE DINNER 
IN MAY WILL PROVIDE A VEHICLE EOR A MORE ANALYTICAL 
APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM THAN THE INFORMAL CONVERSATION 
WITH WEGENER. THE ASSESSMENT SHOULD ALSO PROVIDE A 
SPRINGBOARD FOR RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH ANY OF THE FOUR 
MAY WISH TO LAUNCH WITH REGARD TO FUTURE ALLIED OR 
FRG APPROACHES. 

STOESSEL 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, BERLIN QUADRIPARTITE MATTERS, FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BONN05229 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 27-0333 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780339/aaaabgxt.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 2872c1 bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: 78 USBERLIN 626 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3244656 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRG CONCERNS ABOUT SOVIET/GDR POLICY 
TAGS: PGOV, GE, UR, WB, GC, BOG 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2872c1 bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



